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Racing Rule Changes Authorised by ISAF under Rule 86.2 

2010 

1. 33 America’s Cup 

1.1 Pre-start to be with a five minute entry period as per the last Cup as opposed to a 
four minute entry period.  This is simple, and desirable at this level and with these boats. 

1.2 The deletion of C 7.3(a) which prescribed a “penalty limitation” whereby the spinnaker head 
has to be below the main boom gooseneck from the time the boat passes head to wind until 
she is on a close hauled course.  This penalty limitation is more appropriate to supplied 
equipment, which is not the case here where competitors should be accountable for their 
own actions. 

1.3 C 2.5.  The Appendix rule deletes RRS 16.2.  The change sought brings back in RRS 16.2.  
That rule is contained in Part 2 of the RRS (when boats meet) and adds additional 
obligations to the starboard tack boat which is a safety element considered appropriate for 
these unique boats. 

1.4 Changes to pre-start entry which amends C 4.1, C 4.2, RS 31.  This is the starting procedure 
used for standard RC 44 class and represents a changed entry procedure considered 
desirable for safety reasons due to the unique nature of these boats. 

1.5 National prescriptions: RRS 88 is deleted. No National prescription will apply. The national 
prescriptions are meaningless and not appropriate for this event.  To include them in the 
Notice of Race is an unnecessary complication to the documentation.  They did not apply to 
the last Cup.  

1.6 RRS C2.7 is deleted and replaced with:  
When rule 20 applies, the following arm signals are required in addition to the hails:  
(a) for ‘‘Room to tack’’, repeatedly and clearly pointing to windward; and  
(b) for ‘‘You tack’’, repeatedly and clearly pointing at the other boat and waving the arm to 
windward. 

1.7 Rule 13.2 and the second sentence of Rule C9.1 are deleted. 

2. Louis Vuitton Series Events 

2.1 App C 2.1 is changed to:  

A boat finishes when any part of her hull crosses the finishing line in the direction of the 
course from the last mark after cornpletinq any penalties.  

However, when penalties are cancelled under C7.2(d) after one or both boats have finished  

each shall be recorded as finished when she crossed the line.  

Rationale: Difficult to determine normal position of equipment that changes whilst doing  

penalties, dropping spinnakers etc.  

2.2 App C2.3 is changed to:  

In the definition of Zone the distance is changed to two lengths at a windward mark and three 
hull lengths at all other marks.  

Rational: AC Ver5 boats are about to round a leeward mark a long way out, as per AC 32, but  

with this size boat and short courses 3 lengths too big a zone at the windward mark  

2.3 App C7.2(d) is changed to: 
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A penalized boat shall not be recorded as having finished until she takes her penalty and 
sails until her hull is completely to the course side of the line and then finishes, unless the 
penalty is cancelled before or after she crosses the finishing line.  

2.4 App C 8.6 is deleted and replaced with:  

When the Umpires determine there was "hard contact" (defined as contact between any  
combination of hulls, spars, standing rigging) between boats they shall, inform the boats 
involved that one boat is to be penalised one point, and the other maybe penalised a half 
point if deemed contributory to the contact. They will also initiate a hearing in accordance 
with SI 16 .. lf a right-of-way boat has infringed RRS14 then "hard contact" will be considered 
damage, and the allocation of the penalty may be reversed. In the hearing the IJ may decide 
a greater penalty than that stipulated is to be applied.  

For an infringement of RRS14 with "soft contact" (defined as sails against hull, spar, standing  
rigging or other sails, or contact with any extensions, i.e. "wands") in which there is damage 
the match umpires, in consultation with at least one other umpire, may impose a half point 
penalty without a hearing. The competitor shall be informed of the penalty as soon as 
practicable and may request a hearing.  

Rationale: Any contact in these boats have the potential for event finishing damage and  we need to 

send a strong message to the sailors. This does not alter RRS14 and damage is not a definition, it just 

changes how we proceed in this event  

 

2.5 App C9.3 is deleted and replaced with:  

No proceedings of any kind may be taken in relation to any action or non-action by the 
umpires  
or on-board observers, except as permitted in rule C9.2.  

Rationale: The observers will be giving Rule Condition facts to the boat ie "13.1 applies" or "clear at 

zone". This communication cannot be allowed to the basis of a redress claim.  

2.6 RRS 21.3 is deleted.  

Rationale: As per AC 31 & 32 and what the sailors unanimously wanted in these boats  

2.7 RRS 42.1 Add new sentence:  

Each yacht shall release its tow and cast off from its towing vessel not later than one minute 
before her Preparatory Signal.  

Rationale: As per AC 32 Being attached is the infringement not needing to prove propulsion.  

2.8 RRS 42.3 (c) is deleted and replaced with:  

Pumping is permitted from her preparatory signal until the yacht has started, and on a leg to 
a leeward mark.  

Rationale: As per AC 32 and what the sailors unanimously wanted in these boats.  

 

3. 2010 Audi MedCup Circuit  

 
These changes will be effective for the following events: 

• Trophy of Portugal  Cascais (Portugal)   11-16 May  
• Trophy City of Marseille Marseille (France)   15-20 June  
• Trophy Conde de Godó  Barcelona (Spain)   20-25 July  
• Trophy Region of Murcia  Cartagena (Spain)   24-29 August  
• Trophy Region of Sardinia  Cagliari (Italia)   20-25 September  



Rule Exemptions 2010 Page 3 of 3  Last updated:  4-Feb-11  

The changes approved in Appendix A will apply to both the TP52 Class and the GP42 Class. 

Pumping Exception to Rule 42.3(c)  
 
(a)  If the wind speed exceeds the specified limit for the class the race committee may signal 

that the following exception applies. 
 

'Pumping is permitted when after the starting signal a boat is sailing a course where the 
spinnaker could be hoisted and filled' 

 
(b)  This can be signalled by 
 
 (1)  Before the warning signal by displaying flag "O".  
 

(2)  After the starting signal by displaying flag O with repetitive sound signals at a mark 
to signal that the action is permitted as specified when a boat has passed the mark. 

 
(c)  If the wind speed becomes less than the specified limit after flag O was displayed, the race 

committee may display flag R with repetitive sounds at a mark to signal to a boat that the 
exception no longer applies after she has passed the mark. 

 

4. 2011 Extreme Sailing Series 

4.1 ISAF approves under RRS 86.2 that; RRS 88.1 and 88.2 be deleted and replaced with; ‘The 
prescriptions of national authorities will not apply.’ 

4.2 allow the use of Addendum Q in all jurisdictions. 

4.3 Racing Rule 18.3; use of the match-racing version of Rule 18.3 (Rule C2.6). 

 

5. Faerder Regatta – Norway, June 2010 new rule, 42.3(i) for the Formula 18 Class 

5.1 42.3(i) 

‘Means of propulsion: Paddling is permitted, but only with one or two single paddles (double 
paddles are not allowed). The paddle shall not be longer than 1.6 meters. Connecting two 
single paddles to make a double paddle is forbidden. Rowing is not permitted. For the 
purpose of limiting the paddling; each time, when a team starts to paddle, the gennaker has 
to be completely furled or down, with no sail area exposed. This rule applies even for short 
time paddling or paddling to avoid an obstruction.' 

 


